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STORY BY ART BY 
YUKI SUENAGA TAKAMASA MOUE 

















IT'S CONFIRMED, 
TODAY'S 
PERFORMER 
SHIGUMA cK 2 1S GOING TO BE 


FOUND . HAT 20- TO 30- 
SOMEONE SHOULD WE DO? MINUTES LATE. 
TO FILL IN | TODAY'S A SOLO 

: si PERFORMANCE! 





TRANSLATION: STEPHEN PAUL. LETTERING: SNIR AHARON 














powe \ are vou | —— ie 
tive | SRE res SHUMA? 
ENOUGH ABOUT | [=| YES. = B 
MASTER YS 
SHIGUMA = 
ei ARAKAWA, a 
OH, DON'T BE THE NUMBER 2 z 
SILLY, THAT ; AT THE = = 
WON'T BEA St PRESTIGIOUS = 
PROBLEM. f RA 

















SCHOOL. 

















































































































PARDON 
ME! 
HELLO? 


THE OTHER 
DAY, BY 
THE WAY. 


PERFORM. 





ER, 
ACTUALLY... 
IT'S NOT 
ME... 











AGER?! IN 
SCHOOL?! 
































SHE DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE 
THE TYPICAL 





ARE YOU THE | ii 
PROPRIETOR 
OF THIS 
ESTABLISH- 


MENT, 
MA‘AM?! 

















TWILL 
ENDEAVOR TO 
MAKE THE VERY 
MOST OF THIS 
TREASURED 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH, 
MA‘AM! 


AKANE 
OSAKI, 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE! 





I HAVE COME 
HERE AT THE 
BEHEST OF 
SHIGUMA 
ARAKAWA TO 
SERVE AS A 
REPLACEMENT! 








SWEET! 





































TALKING 
WEIRD? 


NO, I WAS 
JUST BEING 
POLITE. 
THAT WAS 
NORMAL. VERY 
NORMAL! 

















TLL SHOW YOU i 80%, YoU ‘ 
TO THE BACK 

ROOM FOR WHATEVER DIFFERENT FACE 
PERFORMERS. DO YOU WITH HER 


MEAN, SIR? 


(| 1AM BEING 






THAN YOU DO 





EXCEEDINGLY 
NORMAL. 












f (ee 
) 


GY 
AND I'M J 





SS BEATING A BIT 
FASTER AT THE 
THOUGHT OF 





Diff 





THOSE'RE, 
LIKE, GOOD 
HEARTBEATS! 
EXCITEMENT, 
NOT NERVES! 





NOPE, NOT 
UTTERLY 
TERRIFIED IN 
THE LEAST! 





















=> 


wild 





= 1S SHIVERING 
Be LOR THE 
SAME REASON. 








I'M SHAKING 




































se A GOOD 
JUST CAN'T 
REASONS 
poe => ANTICIPATION! id 
; < 








musts TM TOTALLY 
GOING TO § FINE! T KNOW 
BE EASY! A i 


DOING! 





Z 
A 7 





"AKANE"? 


ISN'T IT WEIRD 
THAT THE 
PERFORMER 
JUST HAS ONE 








EVEN AT 
THOSE, THEY 
SOMETIMES HAVE 
A ZENZA OPENER 
GO FIRST. 


























































































































































































































PLEASE, 





OUT 
THERE. 


WORST CASE 


UST LET TLL CLEAN 
HER GO Up AFTER 







SCENARIO, 





HER. 











I'M SURE 
HE HAS A 


REASON FOR 


SENDING 
HER. 


























I THOUGHT THIS 
WAS SUPPOSED TO 
BE A ONE-MAN 





IS THIS 
AKANE, 
ANYWAY? 



















\} HEY, CAN 
yas 
Nn 


ONCE THE 





MUSIC 

STARTS, 

OH! YOU'RE 
oe ON. 









OKAY, I GET 










YOU'RE RIGHT! 








IT. YOU'RE THIS KIMONO 
seve NERVOUS. MASTER LENT 
TAM NOT ME DOES FIT 
NERVOUS! PERFECTLY! 
i 








j WHEN YOU'RE 
YEA TMNT nervous, Just LISTEN 


! 
AN IDIOT! IT WRITE THE KANJI HERE'S 
SYMBOLIZES " i WHAT 
FOR "PERSON" ON 
DEVOURING THE YOU DO. 
YOUR DOMINANT 
AUDIENCE BEFORE 
HAND AND SWALLOW 2 
THEY DEVOUR YOU, IT. WORKS LIKE 
YOU'RE SO YOU DON'T ”k CHARM. 
NOT JUST HAVE TO BE AFRAID ~ 


*“DEVOURING OF THEM. 


EVERYONE 
KNOWS 
THAT ONE. 












EVEN MASTER 
DOES THIS 
FROM TIME TO 
TIME BEFORE 

EALLY BIG 
SHOWS. 





RAKUGOKA 
USE THEIR 
DOMINANT 
HAND TO 
SIGNIFY 
DOMINAT- 
ING THE 
AUDIENCE. 

























NOBODY'S A LISTEN, DON'T 
PERFECT STRESS OVER 


IT TOO MUCH. 
















ARE YOU 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE, LIKE, 
AGOOD 











WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 
"SUPPOSED ‘ PERSON OR 
SOMETHING? 









Ju. 
KIDDING. 





























































































































































































































NO ONE'S 
GOING TO 
COME TO 
MY Ald UP 
ON STAGE. 


Ee CHOSESTO) 
[COMETHERE) 
ORM YZOWN 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WITH THE 


LIKES AND 
DISLIKES. 





EVERYONE'S 


TASTES ARE 
PERSONAL AND 
UNIQUE. 


I THINK WE'RE 
ALL FAMILIAR 


CONCEPT OF 





































































7G \) 
vn 














































































































YOU LIKE 


THIS, YOU 
HATE THAT... 





























































«AND MAKE 










A RAKUGOKA 


















THE AUDIENCE MAS TO PERFORM 
Hiei CHARACTERS 
THEIR INTER- OF A STORY... 


ACTIONS. 




















RAKUGO ISN'T 
JUST GIVING A 
SPEECH. IT'S 
THE ART OF 
DEPICTING 
CONVERSATION. 







































































WHAT. 
DO YOU 
THINK? IT'S 
¢ OBVIOUS! 





YOU HAVE TO PRESENT 
EVERYTHING IN THE 
STORY YOURSELF, 
FROM EACH AND EVERY 
CHARACTER, TO THE 
NARRATION. 











TLOOKED = 
BEHIND 










THERE IT 
WAS... 





YOU MIGHT 
EVEN CALL IT 
4 ONE-MAN 
SHOW. 

















ITS IM- 
POSSIBLE TO 































BUT 
YOU'RE 
ONLY ONE 
PERSON. 





















COMPLETELY 
DISTINGUISH 
EACH AND 
| EVERY 
THAT'S WHY DETAIL. 
A RAKUGOKA 
HAS TO UTILIZE 
FACIAL 
EXPRESSIONS, 
GESTURES, 
AND VOCAL 
MANNERISMS... 









































LONG 
PS TONGUE 

GOING 
FLICKA- 
FLICK! 
FLICKA- 
FLICK! 


Wd 
DC 








+. TO ENGAGE 
THE ALIDIENCE'S 
IMAGINATION. 




















OH, I GET 
IT. YOU DON'T 
GHT, LIKE SNAKES, 
Re UH? 


B} ALL RI 
VERY INTE 
ESTING. 








WHAT ABOUT 
YOU, THEN? 
WHAT ARE YOU 
AFRAID OF? 
HER VOICE, 


°GLANCES, 


FINGER 
SHE'S VERY 


EXPRESSIVE. VERYTHING 


LARITY AND 





I'D SAY FROGS! 
HOPPIN’ ALL ie 
OVER, REAL 
CREEPY-LIKE! SPIDERS 
if FOR ME! 
OOOH, I 
HATE ‘EM! 


AMI 
TAIN'T AFRAID 
AFRAID OF OF? 
NOTHIN’. 








PS ff TE Sv a 
Wi tie) ar 


\ VU 

fj LY) fe)! THAT SHE” 
: HAS PURE 

TALENT FOR 

BZ, RAKUGO!! | 





















5 WHAT DO 
BE AFRAID 4 oe 








IN THIS STORY, 
THE YOUNG MEN 
OF A TOWN BANTER 
ABOUT WHAT THEY'RE 
MOST AFRAID OF, 
WITH ONE CLAIMING 
THAT HE'S AFRAID 
HE ADMITS, OF NOTHING. 
HOWEVER, 
THAT ONE 
| THING CAN 
CAUSE HIM TO 
FAINT WITH 
FRIGHT. 








I'M AFRAID 

THE OTHER MEN vowever, F le OF SWEET 
RESOLVE TO IS AN OUT- MANJU 

CONFRONT HIM BUNS. 


WITH A WHOLE RIGHT LIE. 
BUNCH OF MANJU 
TO FRIGHTEN HIM. 





+.WHY 
DOES IT 
FEEL SO 
FAMILIAR? 























THIS FAR EXCEEDS 
WHAT I'D EXPECT 
OF AN AMATEUR 
HEH! GIVING THEIR FIRST 
SCHED HM % PERFORMANCE. 
‘SO BAD, HE SUE ISN'T EVEN 
FAINTED RIGHT A FORMAL 
TO SLEEP. APPRENTICE YET. 

















WHILE HE'S KNOCKED 
OUT, WE'LL LINE UP 
A BUNCH OF THOSE 

SWEET BUNS, PACKED 
WITH DELICIOUS AV 

BEAN PASTE, AND 
LAUGH WHEN HE 
FREAKS OUT. 


B} CALL IT AN 


} AN-ssassi- | 
A nation. |S 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































EVEN WITH 
MASTER'S 


GUIDANCE, 
ITS ONLY 





MANJU!! 








AND 
sues Gor * 
SUCH 
BOLDNESS 
ON STAGE. 
YOU'D NEVER 
THINK THIS 
WAS HER 
FIRST TIME 
WITH AN 
AUDIENCE. 


BEFORE THE 
SHOW? | 


FORGET 
ABOUT 
BEING 
SCARED OF 
MANJU. 





SPOOKY j= 





























fo 








i 











a 


\ Ml . 
Te ; 





4 = THE MOST 
TERRIFYING 


a 


1 J Hse TAN AN 


ny 
eh y 








MMMFE 
TH-THE 
MANJU. 
ARE THO. 
THCARY. 









































SENDING THIS | 
RI 


WITHOUT ANY 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT HER... 





























THE ONLY 
THING I CAN 
POSSIBLY 

SAY IS THAT |} 
|| SHE was 





























[|| INCREDIBLE. I 
__| 


